The uncinate process is highlight ed (red tint) in this photograph ofthe lateral nasal wall of a dried skull afte r the middl e concha was removed.
The uncinate process is a sickle-shaped, bony leaflet that descends from its anterosuperior attachment on the lateral nasal wall to its posteroinferior attachment on the inferiorturbinate (fig ure) . It also extends posteromedially to its free margin . Its concave posterosuperior free margin is parallel to the anterior surface of the ethmoid bulla. The uncinat e proce ss attaches to the perpendicular proce ss of the palatine bone and the ethmoid proce ss of the inferior turbin ate with bony spicules.
The convex anterior margin ascends to the lacrim al bon e and in some patients to the skull base or the lamin a papyracea, remaining in contact with the bony late ral nasal wall. The uncin ate process can attach to the middle turbin ate superiorly when it is curved medially in its superiormost portion. In patient s in whom it is cur ved medi ally to a greater extent than usual, the free margi n of the uncinate process can protrud e into and sometimes in some patients even out of the middle nasal meatus. 
